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WINNER 
 With a secret 
 
Caption: KAREN SUSMAN – Illness, not gamesmanship 
 
LOSER 
 With frills 
 
Caption: MARIA BUENO – Undies stopped play 
 
By Frank Rostron 
 
The secret of 19-year-old Karen Hantz Susman, the Californian who beat Britain’s last hope 
Ann Haydon 8-6, 6-1 in the first Wimbledon semi-final, was revealed last night. 
 The reason for her slow play, classed as “gamesmanship” by irritated spectators and 
opponents, is that Karen has a rare blood disease. 
 Her 21-yea-old husband Rod explained: “Karen likes to keep this quiet. She deserves 
sympathy, not blame. This illness is the cause of excessive perspiration and tiredness. 
 “She has to conserve her energy while playing because she plays a more masculine 
game than most girls. This exhausts her.” 
 
 No Pushover, says Vera 
 
By Robert Moore 
 
For the first time an Iron Curtain woman player – and an unseeded one at that – has reached 
the singles final. 
 So spectacularly that few rated her as a serious challenge, she played her way through 
the earlier rounds to a sensational two-set win yesterday over former champion Maria Bueno, 
6-4, 6-3. 
 And until she arrived, 30-year-old Mrs Vera Sukova of Czechoslavakia had not played on 
grass this year. 
 
Not this year 
 
 Mrs Sukova has been coming to Wimbledon since 1956. She married last year. Before 
that she was Vera Puzejova. Sometimes they called her “Pushover. But she said before the 
competition: “I’m no pushover this year.” 
 As Maria found. Once the Brazilian star’s frilly pink undies stopped play momentarily 
when her skirt swirled and refused to go back into place. The Centre Court crowd roared. 
Maria halted, wonderingly. Then played on. 
 THE QUEEN WILL BE AT Wimbledon today for the first time since 1957 to see the men’s 
singles final between Rod Laver, the champion, and fellow-Australian Martin Mulligan. 


