
There are plenty of WirnMedon champions wha command respect but there is  one 
who stands head-and-shoulders above the majoriey in terms of fans' afktion, even 
more so amongst those who witnessed her various successes at The 
Championships. Hare she provides Henry Wancke with an insight of what she has 
experienced during the ensuing years. 

0 ma swt, nwer f m n ,  hat 
Is how many will mrrmmk thc 
gmdul Muia 6uem in hcr 

W h b k d w r ~ . T h c r e ~ d w  
Wimbksdan &pion still and, at 
MyeamQfage,itIsInfoct.dHfkdtpo 
k e p k a B c w r t  

E v e n f m w t h e ~ h z i $ a n ~ a  
semeofbalkt.tothecwrr.mwhwdw 
dldwhenrhewasconwsdng&ema(or 
ddas armmd the world. Her gms and 
Asry sqie than made hw a favourk 
-v--Wbrwhtk 
nume- t k k  krduding three at 
WimbWm~fwrattheWSOpn 
HWdwMtrracwdmsalsowayabwa 
the ordlmq - Chpmpion of fm 
M i a ,  four times at &e US OQsn and 
%a times at WhbWok 

Andsheccmpmdaca~mawfimrhs 
was dominated by brim and 

Ausvelhn plaprs, led re& by 
BWlbjOan (M&) Klng and M q p m  
(Smith) Courr 30th were wr end thdr 
c m r s  with a greamr n u m k  of m@rs 
but that has not mlnlmised Mi= 6umo's 
cmtributlon co the and her place 
anandl-tlnwpa~ 

S b  was a mdy player having 
nww had a fonnal tennls lssron but her 
msey ow- her mo M n  
rivalft Cwrt k l w  dm mora powerful 
and K@ the batrrr athlete of the &ma. 
~kallysllavvuthcfnilerroftheuk 
but her wu & r t h  and ~ i t l w  

T h a c f a i k y ~ e v l k m w h m s h e  
smmd to pkk up lnjurisr whkh forced 
heroffthtdrmkforwwral rsarr But 
camebpdc stm dM. "I put mpdf in a wry 
dJfiurlt pwifion by wylng to came back," 
sha d l e u 8 d  at Wimbledon rhis year. 
"Pea+ I -Id n o d l y  beat m a n &  for an hour or so 4 chat allows me u, 
m a l w a s k k y t o b e a t i n h w a .  k s m y i n s h ~ s o l c ~ d o d m o n s m k m s  
was more daperscmal victory for ma ad take dlnlcs whlch I sdll concha 
tohavegottenback around tha wwld." 

*$ ~ w h e n , o n t k m i d d k ~ , ~  
w w e p ~ i n t k ~ 8 Q l r w l d , a W o t @ t d G y s t d  

t # i b y t h D u c h c P r o f G l w c s s w r . ~ ~ p m u p , ~  
d ~ t h # n w a r 2 0 0 W S b m l i t l e r , m r r ,  

fromItfttorighZ---nm 
St* Mqorei twrl and 'La h n o !  

Pkans: W Musgrow 

end Howww, she did play the 
WirnbMow mixed with Victor Pecci In 
1981 and.forafewyeram,tha mlor 
doubles bth at WlrnbMon and the US 
Open, bur qs she explain& "My hip was 
~ W g e ~ n g b d = I m t p ~ w n g  
t o u m m t s  bstausa it bwamo 
phystcalty ~ 1 % .  It w;ls hard to haw 
to @a up *ng rnatcheo but I stlll play 
mnnls. I hit ftrree w faur rimes a weok 

*In 1976 I wed again at WlmbMon 
b u t k w a s o n l y ~ s i b l e ~ c a ~ d t h e  
cordwna shots [I wok] after 
match. 1 could only phyforme hwrtc 
a Jme but wen so, l made it throu& to 
thelast I b w h o r a I l o o t ~ o S u e ~ r o n  
Centre Court A h m Fad.Z6-I]. 
I watched that maoEh only the h day 
a n d y a u c a n s c e m y a n n w a s n ' t ~  
at all!" 

S h e ~ a f t s r a f m r m o m ~  
sbe emwad, that shm wu -well 
blow her Wlk Pnd felt k b a  to 
L A -  A*. --A-A A La* --- U -- 

She h u  been bcref by iquriss and h 

m v w p ) a . e p l t o m h a P W r  
h r w x l d  by the sprt for sht hLt 
mwralkwedhsrulfm~aquiat 
r s t l m t a w a y f r w n d l e ~ t i d p  
o f h m  

- M w r ~ g s t I * r e d a t s w r r e  
~ o r m & e r b u t a s y o u g e t d & r  
there b#anw mara a~ups" she 
c m m u n d  as she wmm on to Include 
rhc nn n u m b  who ham approached 
rhelr injurlet In a similar manner. "It 
~ ' t s w m w s b a L o t o f u s h  
A-..A V-.. --A -L ----I-..:-- -- 



play mapped In pnd 9 som 
0 i ~ h a m 4 r h . y ~ o o ~  
w n a  wi h i r  physical *." 

She added: d:"k's a &It m the game 
and the p q a h  who phy it that yw 
ran play k th- your llfa My 
hher carrkd on playing until ha wrr 
86! In other spom, you  h e  t6 & 
but tennk players keep t+ng I l k  hall 
- ~ * ~ p l a y i n g - w  
d y" 

She conthe& "I've been told many 
timer that I would nawr play a@ but 
Irefusedw*upfiope.Atampoktt 
I couldn't use rrty rlght arm a oll so I 
p h y d  lefr-handed -lust h)cting d l y ,  
and it was the most (rusvating thing 
I've ever done! 

"I don't really talk b u t  thIs much 
h s e  It's all a blt mlrerabla but 1 
slmply would nor accept that I would 
neverusemyarma&nafmr 12 
suhprks. I kp doing e s a t ,  
smdng wtth five minutes evety hwr, 
working tp m half an h r  avary hour. 
wih we*& and so on, for a full year. 
Fdnally I got to play on court again for 
Rfwwwninutes and then it all went bad 
again and I war back in surger)l, TD put 
it mildly, 1 was devlrogad. 

"But I sdll wouldn't give up hm and 
aftet ten years of uying everythilrg 
passiMc - ~ r f c s ,  fa iWi r r$  
cortisone shots and m on - I fiw 
man- to rehabllharc mpcH and got 
back onto court e n . "  

That was just an* arpcct of her 
problems following her ratlmmem 
from the circuit 6 other w s  those 
hips whlch, fwamatsly. did not a t e  

her the m e  problems- In f a  hor 
recowy from w ~ r y  on this occasion 
was remiahbk thougtr it isn't 
something stw h ~ s  pubIiid. 

"hcmrz say you shoulddr play 
after hlp surgery bur many psopk do, 
including ma! It's nor sonmthiw to mka 
I@htlyandyoumedto=kgood 
medal ahlee  & 4w your 
options an. Anyme comkbrlng 
surgkry should listen carefully hause 
It Is a micbcukw wrgmry that 
~ y o u r l l f e a n d g e a r i d d t h a t  
indescribable paln thrr mly tomeonn 

who has experlend k how. 
"I've had h h  hips -&lty 

replaced and had to mh adjustments. 
Y w  have ta wmtto terms w h h y  
lrmmnaeions and be $amble abora d l  
being aaim It's about &king a 
beknce batween Idq the I i  you 
want and svlng your adkid hbps In 
the long twm. 

"After J that. hlp surgary is 
r e h h l y  mr-forward wen if it's a 
bit 

Maria b o  never Gwnpacsd pt a 
'Vateran' though she is ver). much a 
par to f theVsremn~wi thamjor  
cmpe*tion hwhq baen named d m  
her,* t o a l d h n  =she 
axplalnr "hrything hagpsnsd kam 

d Y w l e B M b a D k a  
Wlh tady who is a 
hyse h of mhe and d 
Wr. Stm hPI played 
her d r e  k and 
d e d i i m w t d h a r  
drne h s e  
organlsiq wtem 

tournamernbeck 
home and mmmd South 
Amwica 

" S h a w g m d  
M q a u l p I n m y  
m a n d m c h P r d  
for k to happea finalb 
prsuadlng the CBT 
(-- 
Wleh ck Tenls) to 
present the trophy she 
cblliltkd, to the m. 
That was in 1983 and 
wasthef6mof th~~femt tun  

TheSrmhnhddrthtVanvs 

mpeolflans b r  women over 50. 
hsmww&h @Mng her nctory 

"I don't remmmbr th. year but I 
wcrMmgaet 19M. 

thinkthrfirptevtnt~wmito-in 
Wl In lgpvica whom I p w a n t d  1- 
the prlxas. Thore w n ' t  that many 
teams but k wis a huge succu and 
has k a  W n g  ever s i n f a  

"I also mended the evener In 
r 

BPrcelorra Bwrnmwth at the W m  
H m  club and rnon  mcedy, in my I 
home mwn of So Paub when soma 
1 9 countries PI@.'' 

Her own lack of Vawran 
pattkipatbn~anbeblamedonthe 
various In/urles she had but dm did 
follow and suppon hcr brot)rw Rdm 
whomched lSonthelTFankrgs 

now redred whh hls own hip 
P*. 

&tM~Buerm,whoeomkruesw 
ml orourid rhe w a d  doing elfnks 
and making p m a d  appaamnems, is 
not surprised that veteran tannlr has 
g r o w n o v a r r h a k b k  "lfwa 
think z k  lunlws an competidve. full of 
okcwrt dkptoa, the are 
own wwser she dsclarpls "It's funny 
w see how rhe a m p x i t h  apirit is 
s u d n e d  as players gct older. Senlor 
pbym srill hwe that will fo win and 
a r e p m u y I d ~ , r i g R t & w n u , ~ ~  
tight l k  d l s .  The d % m  Is a m  
the nratch k over, they shak. h u r l  
andgo&to haveadrinkorpout 
dancing togerhcr.. ." 

Sheadrls.7lwexpecmtimlstophy 
a nlemhmgamearwa gntolderbut 
rhc rwlity is we all dl1 want fo win at 
all cwtr That -'t dimlnlshr' And 
p u w o u l d e x p c t m m h i r g m b n  a 
playarwhoadllhawsmla~andcan't 
tmr h-# away from the span 
Tennis Eominu# to be my Ma and I 
kmp an scciw Inmrest In evqthirtg 
that is golng on. Abova all, k h sttll a 
lor of fun!" 


